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P o s t g r a d u a t e  I n f o r m a t i o n

The Students At-Risk policy is 
designed to assist coursework 
students who are struggling 
with their studies. To be 
classified an At-Risk student, 
you have triggered certain 
minimum requirements. 
These include failing over 
fifty percent of your enrolled 
credit points over a semester 
or a year, failed a mandatory 
unit of study, or failed to meet 
a certain minimum Weighted 
Average Mark set by your 
Faculty. 

If you are identified as At-Risk 
for the first time, then you 
should be placed on Stage 1 
status. Under these provisions, 
coursework students enrolled 
in degrees of two years or 
less full time duration will 
be required to meet with an 
academic advisor, attend 
a seminar and fill out a 
questionnaire. This aspect 
of the policy is very positive 
because it makes you aware 
that you have been struggling 
and assists you to get back on 
track. 

Most postgraduate coursework 
courses are two years or less in 
length, so stage 1 is a slightly 
more intensive intervention 
(there is no stage 1 requirement 
to see an academic adviser in 
longer courses) but there is no 
stage 2 so if you subsequently 
fail to make adequate progress. 
Instead you are placed on 
Stage 3 where you are required 
to show good cause as to why 
you should be allowed to re-
enrol in your course. Good 

What is and what’s up with the 
Students At-Risk policy?
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cause means circumstances 
beyond the reasonable control 
of a student, which can 
include serious ill health or 
misadventure. 

Your Faculty 
would usually want to see a 
plan to rectify these problems 
as well. If you show good cause 
you are let back in the course, 
but if you don’t the Faculty 
can limit your enrolment, or 
worse, exclude you from the 
course. If you successfully 
show cause but subsequently 
trigger one of the At Risk 
requirements putting you 
At-Risk again, then you will 
be automatically excluded. 
Students who are excluded 
have appeal rights and should 
immediately consult with 
SUPRA for assistance.

What’s up with the Students 
At-Risk process? The policy 
was introduced in 2007 and 
despite some concerns we 
continue to have with some of 
its details, SUPRA generally 
believes that if it is applied 
properly it can be a useful tool 
to assist struggling students 
with their studies. However, 

as each faculty is responsible 
for the administration of 
the policy, one of the main 
problem lies in the way the 
rules are interpreted. As 2007 
was the first year of the policy’s 
implementation, there was an 
arrangement that any student 
who hadn’t been required to 
show cause before or had not 
been notified of being At-
Risk should automatically go 
to Stage 1. However, some 
faculties have been ignoring 
this and placing students on 
Stage 3 when they had no 

prior knowledge or notification 
they were at risk. 

In some cases faculties argue 
that the student “should have 
known” they were at risk, and 
despite not having the benefits 
of the Stage 1 process they are 
asked to show cause. Even 
if a student in this situation 
successfully shows good cause, 
this breach of process on the 
part of some faculties basically 
puts them one step away from 
automatic exclusion which 
is contrary not only to the 
spirit of the policy but the 
rules of the University. As 
the University Administration 
seems unable or unwilling 
to intervene in cases such as 
this, it is up to students to go 
through what can be a lengthy 
appeal process to correct 
the error. As these students 
are often some of the most 
vulnerable in the University, 
it seems doubly unfair that 
the faculties involved refuse to 
adhere to the policy and there 
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At-Risk policy 
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hasn’t been more done by 
Administration to resolve the 
problem. SUPRA will continue 
to fight for students in this 
predicament.

Have you been placed on Stage 
3 At-Risk and it’s the first 
you’ve heard of the students 
at risk policy? Contact SUPRA 
today to see what you can do 
about it. check out the fact 
sheets and links on our website 
for more information: http://
www.supra.usyd.edu.au/Adv/
Fact_Sheets_and_Links.html


