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P o s t g r a d u a t e  I n f o r m a t i o n

The appeals process is 
outlined in the University of 
Sydney policy Student Appeals 
Against Academic Decisions – 
Academic Board Resolutions. 
Academic appeals are appeals 
against academic decisions 
made by your lecturer or 
faculty. These could be 
decisions on what grades you 
receive for assignments or 
exams; special consideration 
applications; show cause 
requirements; or accusations 
of student misconduct.

An appeal is lodged against 
an academic decision when 
you do not think the academic 
or faculty has made the right 
decision in your case. This 
could be a failure by the 
lecturer to follow a marking 
guide, unwarranted rejection 
of special consideration, or 
believing you should have been 
given a higher mark for a unit 
or assignment.

An appeal can be informal (a 
chat between you and your 
lecturer) or formal (a written 
letter). It is usually better to 
talk to your lecturer or course 
coordinator before lodging 
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a formal appeal, as often 
situations can be sorted out 
quite easily in an informal 
way. 

Appeals generally follow this 
process:

Initial appeal to lecturer1.	

Appeal to course 2.	
coordinator

Appeal to Dean of faculty 3.	
(or Dean’s representative, such 
as a post graduate coordinator, 
sub dean or associate dean)

Appeal to the Student 4.	
Appeals Body

The Student Appeals Body 
hears appeals from any 
students in the University. 
Appeals at this level generally 
have to be based on a failure 
by the faculty to follow due 
process in their decision-
making. This is the highest 
formal appeal level within the 
University. Beyond this point 
you can take your appeal to 
the NSW Ombudsman.

It is important to note that 
while you are progressing 
through the various appeal 

levels you are permitted to 
continue with your enrolment 
and studies. In other words, 
you cannot be asked to leave 
the University or suspend your 
studies until your appeals are 
finished.

The appeals process can be 
quite stressful and sometimes 
difficult to navigate. You 
should approach a SUPRA 
Student Advice and Advocacy 
Officer (SAAO) for support 
with your appeal. SAAOs 
are trained to look at all 
the factors relating to your 
appeal, as well as the relevant 
University policies. SAAOs 
can even help negotiate an 
outcome with your lecturer or 
faculty in some cases.

For more information about 
appeals you can contact a 
SAAO at SUPRA via the 
telephone, through the SUPRA 
website or just drop in. You 
can find the University policies 
on appeals by visiting the 
university ‘Policies online’ 
site (http://www.usyd.edu.au/
policy/) and typing ‘appeals’ 
into the search field.

Academic 
appeals are 
appeals against 
academic 
decisions made 
by your lecturer 
or faculty.

During O-Week we discovered that the Sydney Uni Waterski and 
Wakeboard Club seem to have named their boat after us. While 
only the best have boats names after them and the free publicity 
is great, we are a little perplexed about this. If you know how 
this came to be please write to us at admin@supra.usyd.edu.au 
and enlighten us.

Who Knew?

Iraq Veterans �‡	
Against the War 
Speakout @ The 
General Lecture 
Theatre, Main 
Quad 1pm


