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Barely in Honi Soit every week!

Share Housing & Tenancies
— Where to Get Help

In preparing this weeks’
section for Honey Soy
(a.k.a Honi Soit) we've been
reflecting on the attractions
of budget accommodation
and share housing. And we've
wondered what newcomers to
this world would be thinking
as they watch Danny, the
main protagonist of the film
version of He Died with a
Falafel in his Hand, say in the
paradigmatic  contemporary
Aussie comedy movie on
shared accommodation... “I've
lived in 49 shared households
in what seems as many years.
I've been ripped off, raided,
threatened, burnt out, shot at,
cheated on, scabbed in every
one of those years. My beds
are foam slabs on the floor. My
cupboards are stacks of stolen
milk crates. I've lived with tent-
dwelling bank clerks, albino
moontanners, psycho fucking
drama queens, acid eaters,
mushroom farmers, brothel
crawlers, hard-core separatist
lesbians and obscurely tiger-
throated Japanese girls! I'm
in a psycho-fucking nightmare
from hell and I'm fucking fed
up with it!”

Hyperbolic though the film
might be, many postgrads will
recognise in its tone and tenor
themadnessoftherental market
and the aches and pains as well
as humour of sharing places
with others who you either
don’'t know or barely knew
before you all move in. Things

can work out great but it's
not uncommon to experience
challenges in tenancies. And
even though many postgrads
will be experienced flatters by
the time they are doing their
degrees, SUPRA recognises
that that’s not universally true.
Plenty of our international
constituents won’'t have had
that experience in Australia
before and growing numbers of
young people don’t move out
of the home of their parents
or guardians until much later
because of the cost.

So, what do you do if you

experience troubles and how
canyoutrytoavoidthem? Well,

as fun as the film depiction of
the share housing experience
might be on celluloid, if any

of Danny’s experiences above
were repeated for you we'd
recommend you look for some
help. A great place to start is
the Redfern Legal Centre'’s
Share Housing Survival
Guide (http://www.rlc.org.au/

sharehousing/) It's got some
really great and practical
tips on living communally

including ideas on the kinds
of questions you should be
asking potential flatmates and
explaining the different ways

of being a tenant and your
legal rights.

Another great source of
information is the NSW
Tenants Union which publishes
some straight forward fact

sheets with useful information
and contact details for their
services (http://www.tenants.
org.au/). In general their fact
sheets focus on the majority of
tenancies in NSW which are
covered by a piece of legislation
called the NSW Residential
Tenancies Act 1987. The Act
and some related regulations
set out a standard residential
tenancy agreement giving
clear rights and obligations to
landlords and tenants. The Act
gives the Consumer, Trader
and Tenancy Tribunal power to

hear and settle disputes about
residential tenancies, including
bond disputes. It also only
costs $5 for a student to lodge
a complaint with the tribunal.

Most complaints are resolved
at mediation before a hearing.
University accommodation

services and students who are

boarding or lodging are not
covered by these provisions.

Please note that you can get
SUPRA assistance on housing
matters by contacting the

Student Advice and Advocacy
Officers. If you have a problem

we'll either help you directly

or work with one of these

other organisations to get you

referred into support.

This section is prepared by
SUPRA'’s Student Advice and
Advocacy Officers (SAAOs).
The SAAOs are professional
staff employed to assist
postgraduates with a wide
range of welfare and academic
matters. Call 9351 3715 or
email help@supra.usyd.edu.au
to ask a question or request an
appointment.

Subscribe to

SUPRA
it's FREE!

By becoming a SUPRA
Subscriber you will be
able to:

U FRccess our free,
confidential
student advice and
advocacy service

U Participate in SUPRA
events and activities

U Receive regular
email updates
and electronic
publications (eGrad)

U BJse the SUPRA
Resource and
Meeting Rooms

U Rccess discounted
photocopying,
printing and faxing

U ®ote or run in the
SUPRA Council
elections

U Rctively participate
in your representative
student association.

By becoming a SUPRA
Supporter you will be
able to:

U Rccess all of the
above benefits

U Receive a SUPRA
Supporter Welcome
Pack (including
SUPRA highlighter
and t-shirt)

U Bhow that you
appreciate the value
of an independent
student run
organisation.

Complete your
subscription online at
www.supra.usyd.edu.
au/subscribe then follow
the links if you would
like to become a SUPRA
Supporter. Alternatively
you can drop into the
SUPRA office.
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Darlington Campus
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